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The official newspaper of the SED "Neues Deutschiand" wiblished 
an interview recentiy with Prof. Dr. Linser, the head of the 
Central Health Administration of the German Economic Commission 
(DVK)}. In his interview Tr. Linsear conceded that there were 
still bottlenecks and shortares in the medical supply situation 
in the Soviet Zone, but maintained nevertheless that there 

was an adeouate and continuing -upnly of medicaments and 
pharmaceuticals to take care of the needs of the population. 


According to source, the above statement does not reflect the 
true state of the medical supply problew in the Soviet Zone. 
Source concedes that certain gaps in medical supplies have 
been filled recently to some extent. For example, in the case 
of penicillin it was vossible to relax considerably the former 
strict rationing controle, and at voresent the production of 
penicillin in the Soviet Zone almost approaches the demand. 

The insnlin situation has also vreatly imvroved recently, 
although this drug is still not vroduced in sufficient quantity, 
roan because of the Panghv ey smali number of available 
cattle. 


On the other hand, certain bottlenecks are continuing and no 
immediate prosnect of imnrovement seems to be in sight. One’ 

of these concerns the medicines for the treatment of tubercu~ 
losis. At vresent streptomycin and the new preparation Tb T 698 
are most urgentiv in demanéc. Both medicines are either 
unavailable or in extremely short sunniy in the Soviet Zone. 

The treatment of health insurance patients ané patients. in ms 
public hosnitale with either of these medicines is not vet = 
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There are other considerable vane in the medical sunnly e«itnation 
which make the wor in the hoenitale, ane esnecinily in the 
onerntine rooms, more aiffienltt. Particularly noticeable is 

the overall chortave of narentics, such ac marnhine, codeine, 

ard @tendid., Atteente to nraodnee these drnze in the Soviet Zone | 
have, not yet met with the. honed—for siceecs and moet of the 
requirements must be met throuch purchase ih “est Germany, 

There is also a great lack of chemically comnosed heart and 
circulator’ stimlants, such as evemathol, coramin, gfacanol, ete. 
There is also a shortage of medicines for uce aurine ehtidbirti 
and an extreme chortave of good vitamin nrenarations. 


The lack of nharmaceutical chemicals, used for analveie and 
other nurroces in serology, has caused a snecial bottleneck. 
ALL mure chemicale are either scarce or unnroecurable throurh 
legal channels. Thies is due to the fact that the leading 
manufacturers, “erek, Knoll, Bever, etc, are locate? in “estern 
Germany, ané@ the chemicals ole have to he obtained for Mest 
Marl: payments, or throuvh connensation arreements, Pharmnacist- 
anc clinics feel eenecially the lack of alkaloids, esnectally 
atronin, nilocarnine, strorhanthin, caffeine, and guinine, 
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